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increasingly distasteful to him, and he obtained permission
from,.the President to remove the army headquarters to St.
Louis. Thither he went in the fall of 1874, and once more
was contented and happy. In the spring of 1876, however,
he was recalled to Washington, on account of the Belknap
scandal, General Belknap, Secretary of War, was charged
with corrupt practices, and resigned, to avoid impeachment.
Sherman was much shocked, for he had always esteemed
Belknap highly. Referring to the case in a speech at a
public banquet at St. Louis, before returning to Washing-
ton, he said:

"The army of 1776 was the refuge of all -who loved lib-
erty for liberty's sake, and who were willing to test their
sincerity by the fire of battle; and we claim that the army
of 1876 is the best friend of liberty, good order, and Gov-
ernment, and submits to any test that may be imposed. Our
ancestors never said the soldier was not worthy of his hire;
that the army was a leech on the body politic; that a stand-
ing army of 20,000 men endangered the liberties of 40,-
000,000 of people. These are modern inventions, jnodern
party-cries to scare and confuse the ignorant. We are not
of those who subscribe so easily to the modern doctrine of
evolution, that teaches that each succeeding generation is
necessarily better than that which went before, but each
tree must be tested by its own fruit, and we can point with
pride to our Sheridan, Hancock, Schofield, McDowell, and
a long array of Brigadier-Generals, Colonels, Captains and
Lieutenants, who, for intelligence, honor, integrity and-self-
denial, will compare favorably with those of any former
epoch. We point with pride to our army, scattered through
the South, along our Atlantic, Gulf and Lake forts, and in
the great West, and claim that in all the qualities of good
soldiers they are second to none. I see that some of youhermaner neces- a flourishing little town
